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Sustainable Urban Infrastructure. If you decide to use courses taken for a certificate towards
the MPA degree, you must be admitted as a degree-seeking before completing more than nine
credit hours.

Certified Public Manager Program

SPA is the only entity authorized to offer the national Certified Public Manager curriculum in
Colorado. This program, for non-degree seeking students, is a comprehensive management
development program that allows working professionals in public service to improve their
management and leadership skills. The flexible curriculum consists of twelve modules, which
are taken in a combination of residential and online sessions. Upon completion of the
program, graduates are designated as Certified Public Managers, a nationally recognized
designation. Students who wish to continue into the MPA program from the CPM program
may, if accepted into the MPA program, apply up to six elective credits towards the MPA
degree.

5. INTERNSHIP AND CAPSTONE GUIDELINES

Internship Overview

Students who do not have at least one year of professional experience in the field of public
administration or nonprofit management, or the equivalent, must enroll in Field Study in Public
Administration (PUAD 6910). Students in the Domestic Violence program who do not have at
least one year of experience in that field will be required to enroll in PUAD 6910, and
internships also may be recommended for students in concentrations who do not have
experience in that concentration area. Other students may choose to complete an internship
to obtain additional experience that differs from or is more specialized than their past
experience. These internships may be completed locally or in another city or state.

In the internship, students work part-time or full-time as interns for government agencies,
legislatures, government-related organizations, and nonprofit groups. At a minimum, students
are required to complete a total of 300 work hours for the internship. This includes a minimum
of 240 hours on the job and 60 hours completing a paper about the internship. The internships
may be paid or unpaid. Students gain useful experience in public management, policy research,
and the policy process though their work. The objectives of the internship are:

1. To expose MPA students to the challenging career opportunities in the public
service
& To enable public and nonprofit organizations to attract good students to

government, thereby improving the overall quality of the public service
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Executive Master of Public Administration and administration through thoroughly-researched recommendations that draw on
best practices.
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